
Vegetative 
reference 
point in 

burned area

1. Subtract average height of 
respective reference point in 
unburned areas.

Burned soil surface

2. Calculate average organic 
matter and carbon pool size of the
vegetative later.

3. Calculate average organic 
matter and carbon pool size of the
fibric horizon.

4. Multiply pool 
size by depth 
burned in each 
layer. 

Depth of
vegetation layer 

burned

Depth of fibric 
horizon burned

5. Sum the loss 
from each layer to 
get total loss

Organic matter or
carbon loss from

the vegetative
layer

Organic matter or
carbon loss from
the fibric horizon

Total Loss


