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Supplementary Information
Table S1. Plot elevation (NAVD 88, m) and calculated relative elevation (Z*) (eq. 1) relative to the nearest NOAA
tide gauge (Ft. Pulaski, GA 32.035N, 80.903W).

Plot NAVDS88 Relative
Number elevation Elevation

(m) (Z*)
1 0.759 0.739
2 0.817 0.791
3 0.817 0.791
4 0.92 0.882
5 0.957 0.915
6 1.036 0.986
7 1.098 1.041
8 1.127 1.067
9 0.796 0.772
10 0.612 0.608
11 0.623 0.618
12 0.875 0.842
13 0.997 0.951
14 1.051 0.999
15 1.086 1.030
16 1.042 0.991
17 0.796 0.772
19 0.545 0.549
20 0.638 0.631
21 0.62 0.615
22 0.666 0.656
23 0.689 0.677
24 0.657 0.648



Table S2. Goodness of fit values (r?) for the average rate of decomposition of fresh roots (+ SE) from

levee and plain salt marsh sites

Salinity (psu) Salt Marsh Site Decomposition Rate (k d1) r? p-value
16 Plain 0.0021 0.95 0.0001
Levee 0.0015 0.85 0.0001

Plain 0.0019 0.91 0.0001

2! Levee 0.0016 0.85 0.0001
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Figure S1. Average empirical decay rates of tea bags at 10 cm (left) and 50 cm (right) changed with tea bag type

(rooibos, red; green, green) over time in days during 3- (top), 6- (middle), and 12- months (bottom).



Table S3. Values and studies listed for Fig. 5.
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