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Abstract

In this study, we establish a nested atmospheric inversion system with a focus on China
using the Bayes theory. The global surface is separated into 43 regions based on the 22
TransCom large regions, with 13 small regions in China. Monthly CO2 concentrations
from 130 GlobalView sites and a Hong Kong site are used in this system. The core com-5

ponent of this system is atmospheric transport matrix, which is created using the TM5
model with a horizontal resolution of 3◦ ×2◦. The net carbon fluxes over the 43 global
land and ocean regions are inverted for the period from 2002 to 2009. The inverted
global terrestrial carbon sinks mainly occur in Boreal Asia, South and Southeast Asia,
eastern US and southern South America (SA). Most China areas appear to be carbon10

sinks, with strongest carbon sinks located in Northeast China. From 2002 to 2009, the
global terrestrial carbon sink has an increasing trend, with the lowest carbon sink in
2002. The inter-annual variation (IAV) of the land sinks shows remarkable correlation
with the El Niño Southern Oscillation (ENSO). However, no obvious trend is found for
the terrestrial carbon sinks in China. The IAVs of carbon sinks in China show strong re-15

lationship with drought and temperature. The mean global and China terrestrial carbon
sinks over the period 2002–2009 are −3.15±1.48 and −0.21±0.23 PgCyr−1, respec-
tively. The uncertainties in the posterior carbon flux of China are still very large, mostly
due to the lack of CO2 measurement data in China.

1 Introduction20

Carbon dioxide (CO2) and other greenhouse gas emitted from human activities are
the main cause of global warming (IPCC, 2007). In 2009, the carbon emissions from
fossil fuel combustion, cement production and land use change reached 10 PgCyr1 (Le
Quéré et al., 2009), about 55 % of these CO2 were detained in the atmosphere (IPCC,
2007), leading to the increase in atmospheric CO2 concentration at an unprecedented25

rate (about 1.8 ppmyr−1). At the present, China has become the largest CO2 emitter in
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the world, and will continue to increase in the near future due to with population growth
and economic development.

Terrestrial ecosystems play a very important role on regulating the atmospheric CO2
concentration. In 1990s and during 2000–2005, on average, terrestrial ecosystems ab-
sorbed 1.0±0.6 and 0.9±0.6 PgCyr−1 carbon from the atmosphere, accounting for5

about 16 % and 13 % of the emissions from fossil fuel combustion and cement produc-
tion, respectively (IPCC, 2007). During 1980–2000, the carbon sinks of forests, grass-
lands, and shrubs in China were 0.075, 0.007, and −0.014–−0.024 PgCyr−1, respec-
tively, which in total offset 20.0–26.8 % of the China’s industrial carbon emissions (Fang
et al., 2007). Based on the 1999–2003 national forest inventory, Wang et al. (2010) cal-10

culated the carbon sink of China’s forest was −0.21 PgCyr−1, while using the InTEC
model, Wang et al. (2007) simulated the forest carbon sink to be 0.18±0.05 PgCyr−1

during 1988–2001. Cao et al. (2003) studied the spatial distribution characteristics of
ecosystem carbon sinks and its response to climate change and elevated atmospheric
CO2 concentration using the CEVSA model, their results showed that, in the past 20 yr,15

China was a weak carbon sink, but, arid and warming climate in the future may turn it
into a carbon source. However, since it is very difficult to obtain detail inventories of soil
carbon storage and forest resources, the carbon sink estimation based on inventories
still have large uncertainties. Simulations using ecosystem models are highly depen-
dent on model structure, model parameters and input data, and there also have large20

uncertainties.
Atmospheric inversion is a method, which uses the measurements of atmospheric

CO2 concentrations to optimize land and ocean carbon fluxes. Its main idea is that the
CO2 concentrations at one site can be affected by the surface carbon fluxes through
atmosphere transport under the assumption that the calculation errors of atmospheric25

transport are much smaller than the errors in estimating surface carbon fluxes, then, the
errors of surface carbon fluxes could be corrected according to the biases between ob-
servations and simulations of the concentration. With this method, many studies have
been conducted to estimate the global terrestrial carbon fluxes (e.g. Denning et al.,
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1999; Ciais, et al., 2000; Gurney et al., 2002; Law et al., 2003). However, these stud-
ies were generally conducted with low spatial and temporal resolutions. For example,
TransCom only separated global surface into 11 land areas and 11 marine areas, and
inverted at monthly time step (Gurney et al., 2002). In order to improve the resolution of
the particular region, several regional inversion techniques have been developed (e.g.5

Gerbig et al., 2003; Peylin et al., 2005; Schuh et al., 2010). Deng et al. (2007) devel-
oped a nested atmospheric inversion method, in which the central region is divided into
a number of cells, while large regions remain the same outside of the central region.
This method can reduce the uncertainty caused by setting boundary conditions for the
central region of the main interest. Based on this method, Deng et al. (2007) success-10

fully inverted carbon sources and sinks for North America in a relatively high resolution
(30 small regions). In this paper, based on the nested method we established a China-
focused nested atmospheric inversion system. Using this system, we investigate the
spatial distribution of terrestrial ecosystems carbon sources and sinks in China as well
as their interannual variations during 2002–2009. The description of the inversion sys-15

tem is presented in Sect. 2, and the inverted spatial pattern of terrestrial carbon fluxes
as well as their inter-annual variations are presented and discussed in Sect. 3.

2 Nested inversion system

The observed CO2 concentration at one time and one place is contributed by the trans-
port of the fluxes from all global regions for a past period of time and the initial well-20

mixed CO2 concentration. The transport contributions could be expressed as a trans-
port operator multiplied by the fluxes. So, if we have enough CO2 observations, the
transport operator and the initial CO2 concentration, the fluxes could be known. In this
study, we use the time-dependent Bayesian synthesis method to solve this inversion
problem. Details about this method could be found in Deng et al. (2007). The key of25

this method is to reduce to minimizing the following cost function (Enting et al., 1995;
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Rayner et al., 1999).

J =
1
2

(Ms−c)TR−1(Ms−c)+
1
2

(s−sp)TQ−1(s−sp) (1)

where M is a matrix representing the transport operator; c is the observations; s is the
unknown vector of the carbon flux of all regions at different times combined with the
initial well-mixed atmospheric CO2 concentration; sp is a priori estimation of s; and R5

and Q are the uncertainties of c and sp, respectively. By minimizing this cost function,
the posterior fluxes s could be obtained as:

ŝ = (MTR−1M+Q−1)−1(MTR−1c+Q−1sp) (2)

2.1 Inversion regions

In this study, the global surface is separated into 43 regions based on the 22 TransCom10

large regions (e.g. Gurney et al., 2003; Baker et al., 2006), with 13 small regions in
China (Fig. 1). The partition scheme in China is mainly based on land cover types,
i.e. forest, crop, grass, and desert. Data of land cover is obtained from http://lpdaac.
usgs.gov (LP DAAC, 2001). The forest in China is separated into 5 regions, i.e. South
China (region 29), Southwest China (region 30), East China (region 31), center China15

(region 32), and Northeast China (region 33); the crop is separated into 4 regions, i.e.
Sichuan Basin (region 37), North China crop region (mainly North China plain, region
38), Yangtze Plain (region 39) and Northeast China Plain (region 40); and the grass is
partitioned into 3 regions, i.e. North China grass region (region 34), Southwest China
grass region (region 35) and Northwest China grass region (region 36). The rest of20

Asia is separated into 8 regions They are Southeast Asia, indo-China peninsula, Indian
peninsula, Japan, Korean peninsula, Mongolia, West Asia, and Boreal Asia. Temperate
North America is separated into 2 regions due to the significant land cover difference
between east and west temperate North America. In addition, Africa is partitioned into
3 regions in this study, i.e. North Africa, Tropical Africa, and South Africa (see Fig. 1).25
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2.2 Transport modeling

Monthly transport operator M of ten years (January 2000 to December 2009) for the
43 regions are calculated using the global two-way nested transport model TM5 (Krol
et al., 2005), which has been widely used in global atmospheric chemistry studies (e.g.
Houweling et al., 1998; Dentener et al., 2003; Peters et al., 2002) and atmospheric in-5

version researches (e.g. Meirink et al., 2008; Krol et al., 2008; Deng and Chen, 2011).
TM5 is an off-line model, which is driven by meteorological fields from the ECMWF
model. In this study, TM5 is run at a horizontal resolution of 3◦ ×2◦with 25 vertical
layers with the top layer at about 1 hpa. Firstly, TM5 is modified to tag the CO2 con-
centrations contributed from the carbon fluxes of each region. Then, the contributions10

of each month and each region to the CO2 concentrations at each observation are
calculated. In total, TM5 is run for 120 times, and each time, the model is continuously
run for three years, with 1 Pg carbon emitted from each region in the first month, and
no emissions in the subsequent months. The distribution of the 1 Pg carbon emissions
in each terrestrial region is according to the annual mean NPP pattern, which is calcu-15

lated using the BEPS model (Chen et al., 1999); while no distribution was considered
for the ocean region. However, we assume that there is no carbon exchanges happen
when the sea surface is covered by ice. Monthly sea ice data from the HadISST dataset
(Rayner et al., 2003) is used in this study.

TM5 is also used in forward transport simulation from January 2000 to December20

2009 for two types of fluxes in the same grid system with transport operator calcula-
tions. These two types of fluxes are (i) the fossil fuel emission field, which is obtained
from Carbon Tracker 2010 (http://carbontracker.noaa.gov); and (ii) the monthly mean
fire emission available from the Global Emissions Fire Database version 3 (GFEDv3)
(van der Werf et al., 2010). As we assume that these two fluxes have been correctly25

estimated, the CO2 concentrations from the contributions of these fluxes will be pre-
subtracted in the inversion system. Hence, the matrix c in Eq. (1) can be further
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expressed as

c = cobs −cff −cfire (3)

where cobs is the observed monthly CO2 concentration; cff and cfire are simulated ones
by the forward simulation from fluxes (i) and (ii), respectively.

2.3 Priori fluxes and their uncertainties5

Hourly terrestrial ecosystem carbon exchanges and daily carbon fluxes across the air-
water interface are considered as priori fluxes. The former is simulated using the BEPS
model, which is a process-based, remote sensing data driven, and mechanical ecosys-
tem model (Chen et al., 1999; Ju et al., 2006). The annual fluxes at each grid are neu-
tralized according to the work of Deng and Chen (2011). The latter is modeled using10

the OPA-PISCES-T model, which is a state-of-the-art combined global ocean circula-
tion (OPA) and biogeochemistry model (PISCES-T) (Buitenhuis et al., 2006).

There are many sources of uncertainty in the model simulation, including errors in
the meteorological data, errors of model parameters, and errors caused by the model
structure. So, estimating the uncertainties of the simulated carbon fluxes is extremely15

difficult. In this study, we use an uncertainty of 2.0 PgCyr−1 for the global land sur-
face (Deng and Chen, 2011), and an uncertainty of 0.67 PgCyr−1 for the global ocean
surface (Baker et al., 2006). The uncertainty on the land is spatially distributed based
on the annual NPP distribution simulated by BEPS, while the one on the ocean is dis-
tributed according to the area of each ocean region. These prior uncertainties are also20

in the range of those used in previous studies (e.g. Rödenbeck et al., 2003; Gurney
et al., 2004; Bruhwiler et al., 2007).

2.4 Observations and model-data mismatch errors

CO2 observations from 131 sites are used in this study, in which 130 time series are
from GLOBALVIEW-CO2 2010 dataset, including 54 flask observations, 7 continuous25
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measurements, 5 tower sites, 6 ship sites, and 58 aircraft sites (aircraft at each flight
level is considered as 1 site), and 1 site (i.e. HKO) is obtained from the website of the
World Data Centre for Greenhouse Gas (http://ds.data.jma.go.jp/gmd/wdcgg/). There
are over 300 time series of observations in GLOBALVIEW-CO2 2010 dataset, which
were derived by many different organizations. The dataset is a product of the obser-5

vations, including smoothed values, and interpolated and extrapolated values. In this
study, we select data according to the following principle: (1) only smoothed values are
selected; (2) if there are many stations in one region, only the data from NOAA Earth
System Research Laboratory (ESRL) are selected (e.g. North America), while if only
few stations in one region, the data from other organizations are also considered (e.g.10

Asia); (3) we generally do not choose tower observations unless there are very few
observations in that area. And if one tower station is selected, only the top-level obser-
vations are used; and (4) usually, the stations near large city or airport are not used.
The locations of the sites are shown in Fig. 1.

The estimation of the model-data mismatch errors is very difficult (Bruhwiler et al.,15

2007), since the errors come from both the observations (instrument errors) and the
simulations. Various methods (e.g. Rayner et al., 1999; Gurney et al., 2004; Michalak
et al., 2005) have been used to determine the model-data mismatch errors. In this
study, the data-mismatch error is defined using the following function, which is similar
to Peters et al. (2005) and Deng and Chen (2011).20

R = σ2
const +GVsd2 (4)

where GVsd reflects the observation error, which is the standard deviation of the resid-
ual distribution in the average monthly variability (var) file of GLOBALVIEW-CO2 2010,
and the constant portion σconst reflects the simulation error, due to the different perfor-
mances of the model on each observation station. This portion also varies with station.25

Except for some difficult stations, the observation sites are divided into 5 categories.
The categories and respective value are: Antarctic sites/oceanic flask and continuous
sites (0.30), ship and tower sites (1.0), mountain sites (1.5), aircraft samples (0.5), and
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land flask/continuous sites (0.75). The value of 3.5 is used for the difficult sites (e.g.
abp 01D0, bkt 01D0).

3 Results and discussion

3.1 Inverted global carbon fluxes

Figure 2 shows the inverted mean distribution of terrestrial and ocean carbon fluxes for5

2002–2009. Most of the land regions are inverted as carbon sinks, with strong sinks
occurring in Boreal Asia, South and Southeast Asia, eastern US and Southern South
America (SA), while Tropical America and Southern Africa release carbon to the atmo-
sphere. This spatial pattern is quite consistent with the MODIS global NPP changes
from 2000 through 2009 (Zhao and Running, 2010), especially in Africa, North Amer-10

ica and Eurasia. However, the flux pattern in southern SA and Southeast Asia are
inconsistent with the changes in MODIS NPP, indicate that there may be large uncer-
tainties existed in these regions. The estimated global terrestrial ecosystem carbon
sink is −3.15±1.48 PgCyr−1 (Table 1), which is slightly lower than the result of Deng
and Chen (2011) (−3.63±0.49 PgCyr−1), who did global carbon inversion from 200215

to 2007, and close to the land sink estimated by Le Quéré et al. (2009) (2000–2008,
−3.0±0.9 PgCyr−1) using five global vegetation models.

Figure 3 shows the interannual variation (IAV) of the inverted global land car-
bon sinks. For comparison, the IAVs from Deng and Chen (2011) and Le Quéré
et al. (2009) are also shown. The global IAV of land sinks is 3.16 PgCyr−1, with20

range from −1.35 PgCyr−1 to −4.51 PgCyr−1. From 2002 to 2009, the global terres-
trial carbon sink has an increasing trend. It increases from 2002 to 2004, and de-
creases in 2005, then continuing to increase until 2008, and decrease in 2009. There
is lowest land carbon sink in 2002 (−1.35 PgCyr−1), and highest land sink in 2008
(−4.51 PgCyr−1). The IAV of the land sinks shows remarkable correlation with the El25

Niño Southern Oscillation (ENSO), the weaker land sinks in 2002, 2005 and 2009
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correspond to the strong El Niño events happened in 2002–03, 2004–05 and 2009–10
respectively, while the stronger land sink in 2008 corresponds to the La Niña event
(http://www.esrl.noaa.gov/psd/enso/mei/). The mechanism of the impact of ENSO on
terrestrial carbon sinks has been studied by Zeng et al. (2005). In this study, the IAVs
are dominated by the tropical land fluxes. Gurney et al. (2012) quantitatively investi-5

gated the relationship between ENSO and tropical net carbon exchange, and showed
that the warm phase of ENSO (El Niño events) could explain more than 70 % of the
variability in tropical net carbon exchange.

The increasing trend in the terrestrial sink in this study agrees well with Deng and
Chen (2011) and Le Quéré et al. (2009). During 2002 to 2005, our results are in the10

range of Le Quéré et al. (2009) and Deng and Chen (2011), i.e. stronger than Le Quéré
et al. (2009), but weaker than Deng and Chen (2011), while after 2006, the land sinks
are lower than Le Quéré et al. (2009) and Deng and Chen (2011). The differences
between this study and Le Quéré et al. (2009) may be partly attributed to different es-
timation on the fluxes induced by land use change (including fire emissions), while the15

ones between this study and Deng and Chen (2011) may due to the different inversion
setups, e.g. selection in observations, estimations in model-data mismatch errors, and
so on. Overall, these results indicate that the terrestrial carbon fluxes inverted in this
study are quite reasonable.

3.2 Inverted China carbon fluxes20

As shown in Fig. 2, most China areas appear to be carbon sinks, with strongest
carbon sinks locate in Northeast China (>50 gCm−2 yr−1). Large carbon sinks
(>30 gCm−2 yr−1 ) also occur in the North China crop region, Southeast China forest
region and Southwest China grass region. During 2002–2009, the inverted mean car-
bon sink in China is −0.21±0.23 PgCyr−1, in which 34 % are absorbed in Northeast25

China (including regions 33 and 40), 25 % are captured in Southwest China (includ-
ing regions 30, 35 and 37), and 18 % are contributed by Central and Eastern China
region (including regions 31, 32, and 39). Basically, this spatial pattern agrees well
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with the NPP changes derived by Zhao and Running (2010). The inverted carbon
sinks in this study is close to the result of Carbon Tracker (Peters et al., 2007) in
2010 (0.25 PgCyr−1) for the same period, but lower than the inversion ensemble re-
sult (0.35±0.33 PgCyr−1) over the period of 1996–2005, which is derived by Piao
et al. (2009). When distinguishing different ecosystem regions, the forest, grass, and5

crop regions capture carbon of −0.08 PgCyr−1 (38 %), −0.07 PgCyr−1 (33 %) and
−0.06 PgCyr−1 (29 %), respectively, which are also comparable with Carbon Tracker
results.

Terrestrial ecosystems also emit carbon in the form of volatile organic compounds
(BVOCs), and most of these BVOCs are oxidized to CO2 in the atmosphere (Naik et al.,10

2004). Guenther (2002) noted that the predicted annual global reactive BVOC emis-
sions of about 1.2 PgC could result in the annual production of approximately 1.0 PgC
as CO2 per year (83 %). Granier et al. (2000) estimated that about 80 % of the reactive
the dominant BVOC (i.e. isoprene) got oxidized to CO2. Hence, BVOCs play an impor-
tant role in the global carbon budget and cycling. Most reactive BVOCs have short life-15

time in the atmosphere (<1 day). Therefore, the measured CO2 concentrations have in-
cluded the contributions from the oxidization of BVOCs. In addition, the inverted terres-
trial carbon sinks in China also include the contributions from the consumptions of wood
and food, which are imported from outside of China. Hence, when comparing the in-
version results in this study with the results from ecosystem models or inventory based20

methods, then, these two contributions should be considered. In China, the emissions
of reactive BVOCs (i.e. isoprene and monoterpene) are about 24 TgCyr−1 (Jiang et al.,
2012), which may contribute the CO2 budget in the atmosphere about 0.019 PgCyr−1.
Based on Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) statistical
databases, Piao et al., (2009) estimated that 0.008 PgC of wood, and 0.004 PgC of25

food were imported into China every year. Hence, we estimate that China terrestrial
ecosystem carbon sink is about 0.241 PgCyr−1. This result is comparable with the re-
sult of Tian et al. (2011) (−0.21±0.078 PgCyr−1), who simulated the net exchanges
of CO2 between China’s terrestrial ecosystems and the atmosphere during 1961–2005

1187

http://www.biogeosciences-discuss.net
http://www.biogeosciences-discuss.net/10/1177/2013/bgd-10-1177-2013-print.pdf
http://www.biogeosciences-discuss.net/10/1177/2013/bgd-10-1177-2013-discussion.html
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


BGD
10, 1177–1205, 2013

Nested Inversion for
carbon sinks in China

F. Jiang et al.

Title Page

Abstract Introduction

Conclusions References

Tables Figures

J I

J I

Back Close

Full Screen / Esc

Printer-friendly Version

Interactive Discussion

D
iscussion

P
aper

|
D

iscussion
P

aper
|

D
iscussion

P
aper

|
D

iscussion
P

aper
|

using a highly integrated process-based ecosystem model (DLEM). Moreover, our re-
sult is slight higher than the values derived by Piao et al. (2009) using inventory-based
(−0.18±0.073 PgCyr−1) and process-based model (−0.17±0.073 PgCyr−1) for the
period of 1980s and 1990s, these probably imply the increase of the carbon sink in
China in 2000s.5

Since most reactive BVOCs are emitted from forest area (Jiang et al., 2012), while
most imported food and wood are probably consumed in crop region. Therefore, we
estimate that the carbon sinks of forest, grass, and crop region are −0.1, −0.07, and
−0.072 PgCyr−1, respectively. Compared with previous studies, the carbon sink of for-
est land is comparable with the values of Tian et al., (2011), Piao et al. (2009) and10

Pan et al., (2011), while the carbon sinks of grassland and cropland are slight stronger
than Tian et al. (2011) and Piao et al. (2009)’s results, the reason may be attributed
to the fact that the grass and crop regions in this study include some forest covers. If
we consider the contribution of the forest in grass and crop regions, the forest carbon
sinks estimated in this study would be larger than the results of previous studies. Nev-15

ertheless, the estimation of the carbon sinks from different ecosystems are very rough,
in order to derive more accurate carbon sinks for different ecosystems, more detailed
regional partition schemes are needed.

Figure 4 shows the IAVs of the terrestrial ecosystem carbon sinks, fossil fuel car-
bon emissions, and net carbon fluxes in China. The IAV of carbon sinks in China is20

0.24 PgCyr−1, with range from −0.11 PgCyr−1 to −0.35 PgCyr−1. From 2002 to 2005,
the carbon sink decreases year by year, and then increases in 2006, after that, it de-
creases again until 2008. The carbon sink is lowest in 2008. (−0.11 PgCyr−1), and
highest in 2009 (−0.35 PgCyr−1). Overall, there is no obvious trend for the carbon
sinks in China. These IAVs in China are not same as those for the globe. The main25

reason may be that the IAVs of global carbon sinks are dominated by the tropical land
fluxes, which are highly affected by ENSO (Sect. 3.1), but the impacts of ENSO on
tropical zone and on China may be different.
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Figure 5 shows the relationship between terrestrial carbon sinks and drought areas
in China. The drought data during 2002 to 2008 are obtained from Zou et al. (2010).
Obviously, there is a fairly strong relationship between the IAVs of carbon sinks and
drought areas in China. From 2002 to 2005, the drought area has an increasing trend,
corresponding to the decrease in carbon sinks. During 2004–2007, the droughts are5

relatively severe in China, with drought area maintaining more than 27 %, correspond-
ing to relatively weaker carbon sinks in these years. However, there still exist some
exceptional years, i.e. 2006 and 2008 which do not conform to this relationship. In
2006, the drought area is larger than previous two years, while the carbon sinks in-
creased from 2005. On the contrary, the drought area is smallest in 2008, but the10

carbon sink is lowest in 2008 Inspecting the spatial pattern for the anomaly of the car-
bon sinks, we found that in 2006, the carbon sinks increased in all China terrestrial
areas except in Northeast China, while in 2008, they decreased in most China except
northern China (Fig. 6). Though there is relatively severe drought, the mean tempera-
ture is also higher than normal years in most China except in Northeast China in 200615

(Fig. 6a). Conversely, the mean temperature in 2008 is lower than normal years in most
China except in northern China. These indicate that the IAVs of terrestrial carbon sinks
may be influenced by air temperature as well in the meantime. Warming climate may
lengthen the growing seasons, which may lead to much stronger carbon sinks. Fig-
ure 7 shows the IAVs of the annual mean temperature and the terrestrial carbon sink in20

China during 2002–2009, which clearly shows that from 2002 to 2005, the temperature
has a decreasing trend, corresponding to the decrease of the carbon sinks, and the
temperature increases in 2006 also corresponds to the increase of the carbon sink in
2006. The same correspondence is also found in 2008. Nevertheless, this correspon-
dence does not exist in 2007 and 2009, indicating that the inverted IAVs in this study25

may still have large uncertainties. One of the reasons may be the shortage of the ob-
servation data, and the data within and around China used in this study do not reflect
the situation of the whole China. Another reason may be attributed to the estimation of
fossil fuel emissions, as economic crisis happened in the world since 2008.
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4 Summary and conclusions

A nested atmospheric inversion system with focus on China using the Bayes theory
is established in this study. The global surface is separated into 43 regions based on
the 22 TransCom large regions, with 13 small regions in China. Monthly CO2 con-
centrations from 130 GlobalView sites and a Hong Kong site are used in this system.5

The TM5 model is used for calculating the monthly transport matrix, which is run in
a horizontal resolution of 3◦ ×2◦. The carbon fluxes of terrestrial ecosystems and the
air-water interface are considered as priori fluxes, which are simulated using the BESP
model and the OPA- PISCES-T model respectively.

Using this inversion system, we investigate the spatial and temporal characteristics10

of the global and China terrestrial ecosystem carbon fluxes during 2002–2009. The in-
verted global terrestrial carbon sinks mainly occur in Boreal Asia, South and Southeast
Asia, eastern US and southern South America. Most China areas appear to be carbon
sinks, with strongest carbon sinks locating in Northeast China. From 2002 to 2009, the
global terrestrial carbon sink has an increasing trend, with the lowest carbon sink in15

2002. However, no obvious trend was found over China’s landmass. The inter-annual
variations (IAVs) of the global land sinks show remarkable correlation with the El Niño
Southern Oscillation (ENSO), while the IAVs in China show strong relationship with
drought and temperature. The mean global and China terrestrial carbon sinks over the
period 2002–2009 are −3.15±1.48 and −0.21±0.23 PgCyr−1, respectively. Consid-20

ering the emissions of biogenic volatile organic compounds (BVOCs) (0.019 PgCyr−1)
and the import of wood and food (0.012 PgCyr−1), we estimate that the China ter-
restrial ecosystem carbon sink is about −0.241 PgCyr−1 during 2002–2009 which is
comparable with previous studies.

Though large uncertainties still exist in this study, mostly due to the lack of adequate25

CO2 observations within and around China, this study gives the first insight into the
inter-annual variations of the terrestrial carbon sinks in China.
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Table 1. Comparison of the inverted carbon fluxes in this study with previous studies during
2002–2009.

Region Global Land Ocean North America Europe China

This study −5.71±1.6 −3.15±1.48 −2.56±0.62 −0.82±0.28 −0.3±0.18 −0.21±0.23
Deng and Chen (2011)1 −5.58 −3.63±0.49 −1.95±0.41 −0.89±0.18 −0.22
Le Quéré et al. (2009)2 −5.3 −3.0±0.9 −2.3±0.4

1 Mean from 2002–2007.
2 Mean from 2000–2008.
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Table 2. Comparison of the terrestrial carbon sinks in China derived using different methods.

Reference Method Period Forest Grass Crop Total

This study Inversion
method

2002–2009 −0.08±0.16 −0.07±0.10 −0.06±0.12 −0.21±0.23

Carbontracker 2010 Assimilation
system

2002–2009 −0.1 −0.08 −0.07 −0.25

Tian et al. (2011)1 Process-based
model

1961–2005 −0.115 −0.045 −0.049 −0.21±0.078

Piao et al. (2009)1 Inventory-based
method

1982–1999 −0.101 −0.037 −0.033 −0.18±0.073

Process-based
model

1980–2002 – – – −0.17±0.073

Inversion
study

1996–2005 – – – 0.35±0.33

Pan et al. (2011) Inventory-based
method

2000–2007 −0.115 – – –

1 The carbon sinks of shrub land have been distributed to forest, grass and crop land according to the fractions
of 36.8 %, 38.8 %, and 11.7 %, respectively, since the shrub land in this study are included in the forest, grass
and crop regions.
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Fig. 1. An inversion scheme: 21 regions in Asia (13 regions in China) and 22 regions for the 553 
rest of the globe. Locations of 131 CO2 observational sites are also indicated, including 54 554 
flask sites, 8 continuous sites, 5 tower sites, 6 ship sites, 58 aircraft sites. 555 
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Fig. 2. Inverted mean distribution of terrestrial and ocean carbon fluxes (2002-2009) 558 
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Fig. 1. An inversion scheme: 21 regions in Asia (13 regions in China) and 22 regions for the
rest of the globe. Locations of 131 CO2 observational sites are also indicated, including 54 flask
sites, 8 continuous sites, 5 tower sites, 6 ship sites, 58 aircraft sites.
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Fig. 2. Inverted mean distribution of terrestrial and ocean carbon fluxes (2002–2009).
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Fig. 3. Inter-annual variation of global terrestrial ecosystem carbon sinks (2002 - 2009) 563 
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Fig. 4. Inter-annual variation of the terrestrial ecosystem carbon sinks, fossil fuel carbon 567 
emissions, and net carbon fluxes in China (2002 - 2009) 568 
 569 
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Fig. 3. Interannual variation of global terrestrial ecosystem carbon sinks (2002–2009).
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Fig. 4. Interannual variation of the terrestrial ecosystem carbon sinks, fossil fuel carbon emis-
sions, and net carbon fluxes in China (2002–2009).
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  571 
Fig. 5. Relationship between terrestrial carbon sinks and drought area in China 572 
 573 

 574 
Fig. 6. Anomaly of the terrestrial carbon sinks and temperature in China (a, b: anomaly of the 575 
temperature in 2006 and 2008, respectively; c, d: anomaly of the terrestrial carbon sinks in 576 
2006 and 2008, respectively) 577 
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Fig. 5. Relationship between terrestrial carbon sinks and drought area in China.
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Fig. 6. Anomaly of the terrestrial carbon sinks and temperature in China (a, b: anomaly of the 575 
temperature in 2006 and 2008, respectively; c, d: anomaly of the terrestrial carbon sinks in 576 
2006 and 2008, respectively) 577 
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Fig. 6. Anomaly of the terrestrial carbon sinks and temperature in China. (a, b) Anomaly of the
temperature in 2006 and 2008, respectively; (c, d) anomaly of the terrestrial carbon sinks in
2006 and 2008, respectively.
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Fig. 7. Inter-annual variations of the temperature and the terrestrial carbon sink in China 580 Fig. 7. Inter-annual variations of the temperature and the terrestrial carbon sink in China.
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