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We would like to thank reviewer 1 for the constructive comments and suggestion.
According to your comments, we have provided more information about the back-
ground knowledge of primary productivity across the East China Sea and the general
composition of zooplankton samples. Also, we revalued the potential and limitation of
the isotopic composition for benthic consumers being an indicator for pelagic trophic
status. The manuscript would be further corrected by native English speakers. Please
see the point-to-point response in the attached file.
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Please also note the supplement to this comment:
http://www.biogeosciences-discuss.net/10/C1198/2013/bgd-10-C1198-2013-
supplement.pdf
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