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We thank the anonymous referee for his constructive comments. We hope that our
response will account for the concerns raised by the referee.

REFEREE. I suggest acceptance of the paper, even if the air drying of the samples
before extraction may have really affected the quality of the results obtained. I think that
this methodological approach has to be clearly justified in the materials and methods
section, adding the proper references.
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AUTHORS. The justification for air drying soil samples – including adequate references
– will be added to the methods, in response to reviewer 2 earlier comments (See ’reply
to anonymous reviewer 2’). Briefly, we can repeat that although we cannot exclude
that the inorganic N values obtained from air-dried samples may have been affected by
drying, there is no evidence that it may have affected one treatment more than another.
Therefore, we believe that our methodological approach is valid for the purpose of
comparing inorganic N content between treatments. Moreover, soil nutrient availability
was also thoroughly examined with the ion exchange membranes which provided a
robust and continuous monitoring of potential changes in nutrient availability.
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