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The peer-review of the manuscript has identified a significant flaw in the experimental
design owing to the lack of replication for the contrasting sand dune types. The spatial
extent of sampling indicated in the authors’ response of "1 to 2 m2" is insufficient to
give confidence that the observed patterns are universal. I appreciate that significant
efforts (and costs) were necessary to produce the presented results, but my view is
that the study lacks the scientific rigour necessary for acceptance in Biogeosciences.
I hope that the comments provided by referees (referee 3 in particular) are helpful,
however.
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