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We thank Dr. Hansman for her positive and constructive review and we appreciate her
comments about the novel aspect of this study. We agree that measure of the statisti-
cal correlation between HPH abundance and the molecular data (DNA or RNA abun-
dances) could be helpful. Unfortunately, for both the water column data and sediment
data we have too few DNA and RNA data points to make any meaningful statistical
correlations with the lipid concentrations. In the sediment there is a strong correlation
between the HPH concentration and the RNA concentration, (rho = 1.0, P ≤ 0.01) but
as n = 6 we do not feel this is reportable. Minor comments: Change hexose, phos-
phohexose to hexose-phosphohexose. We agree with this suggestion and will change
this. The other minor changes are editorial and we will apply these in our revised
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manuscript.
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