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Page 8, lines 16-17: Sediment salinity changes also with latitude and it is one of the
main environmental factors conditioning primary productivity. I think you should cite it
here and discuss salinity influences on CAR.

Response: we will add the following text addressing salinity influences on CAR: “Sedi-
ment salinity also changes with latitude and it is one of the main environmental factors
influencing primary productivity . . .. . . Additionally, variations in salinity lead to differ-
ence in soil properties, and thus soil bulk density was positively correlated while organic
carbon concentrations. Carbon accumulation was negatively correlated with salinity,
attributing to impact of salinity on decomposition rate of organic matter (Loomis and
Craft, 2010)”.
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