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Kim and co-authors report an important data compilation of soil-atmosphere fluxes of
greenhouse gases (GHGs) from the African continent that is probably the least studied
on the globe despite the vital importance of the corresponding ecosystems such as the
second largest evergreen tropical forest in the World.

We would like to comment the way the river/stream data are classified per country in
Table S1. The unit that matters for hydrology and river biogeochemisty (including ex-
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change of GHG with the atmosphere) is the river basin and not the country where the
measurements were made. For instance, for the Congo River, the river basin com-
prises ten African countries (Angola, Burundi, Cameroon, Central African Republic,
Democratic Republic of the Congo, Republic of the Congo, Rwanda, South Sudan,
Tanzania, and Zambia). In Table S1, the data for Congo River are attributed to the
Republic of the Congo although the data reported by Borges et al. (2015) were in
fact acquired in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, a country that has the largest
share of the Congo basin (60%). Similarly, the data on the Zambezi basin reported by
Teodoru et al. (2015) were acquired in both Zambia and Mozambique, although the
Zambezi basin comprises eight African countries (Angola, Namibia, Botswana, Zim-
babwe, Zambia, Tanzania, Malawi, and Mozambique).

We would like to also highlight that lakes are important features of the African land-
scapes (in addition to rivers/streams) since these are among the largest in the world
(Tanganyika, Victoria, Malawi, Kivu, Edward, Albert, etc. . .), and deserve further inves-
tigation with regards to GHG exchange. Some data are available for Lake Kivu (Borges
et al. 2011; 2014). Data from Lake Kariba (Delsontro et al. 2011) and CH4 from Ivory
Coast lagoons (Koné et al. 2010) could also be included in the synthesis of aquatic
fluxes.

Alberto Borges & Steven Bouillon
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