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General comment

I find this paper very interesting and I think it contributes significantly to the discussion
of biodiversity and community structure of planktonic communities. The work repre-
sents an important amount of sampling and taxonomic effort that must be admitted.
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While reading this paper I had some thoughts or comments I would like to pose to the
authors. Specific comments

My first comment is related to the feeding interactions of the organisms analysed. Au-
thors do not provide details on what these organisms eat and it is not so clear that they
are trophically distinct. I would suggest they provide some empirical results or some
results from the literature.

My second broad comment is related with the fact that, although this work represented
an important amount of sampling during a continuous period of time, and due to high
turnover rate of planktonic communities, it may be not sufficient to sample for few weeks
to fully characterise the biodiversity and structure of planktonic communities. Do the
authors have any thoughts about this? The species accumulation curves are a good
example of this, they do not saturate during the sampling period. This does not take
value off the study, but it may be interesting to discuss this issue. Do the authors would
expect these results to change if they would have sample longer period of time? Or in
another season under different water column and environmental conditions?

My third and last comment goes on the direction to answer to &#8220;so
what?&#8221;. What are the ecological consequences of these results? Do we have
to change some of the perceptions we have regarding marine plankton communities
and ecosystem functioning? I think it would be interesting to put the results in a bigger
picture and try to highlight on what they contribute to what we know so far.

I enjoy reading this paper.
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