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This paper makes an important contribution to the field of carbonate diagenesis. This
field is important because of the huge interest in carbonate biominerals as a source of
proxies from which we determine palaeoclimates. Improving such understanding is not
only important from the point of view of palaeontology but also in view of current climate
change and how we can interpret past rates of change and thus inform predictions of
future change. It is often the case that one single test is used to identify diagenetic
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alteration. A negative result in such a test is taken to indicate that the carbonate has
not been altered and is therefore a reliable source of environmental information. This
work warns against such an approach and the warning is supported by hard evidence.
The authors use a multi-pronged analytical approach to assess diagenesis in their
samples that they can justifiably use in palaeoenvironmental reconstructions.
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