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We gratefully acknowledge the positive review by Phillippe Leonide. The reviewer
raises similar points as Reviewer Aurelian Gay concerning the analysis of thin sec-
tions and fluid inclusions. In addition the reviewer suggests the use of SEM to further
constrain the mineralogy of the Tisoa concretions. We have now performed SEM anal-
yses to search for microbial structures within the canals and matrix of the concretions.
Until now these results are not straightforward. Some of the pyrite framboids within the
canal walls do show signs of bacteria, but it remains unclear whether these are truly
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fossilized or contamination. It is interesting though, that most of the microbial remains
observed were associated with the pyrite within the central canals. As stated in the re-
ply to Aurelian Gay, the matrix consists of micrite with sponge spicules and foraminifera
and likely represents a cemented form of the original sediments.
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