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Dear Authors,

based on Reviewer 1’s comments, I decided not to find additional reviewers for your
paper, since they would likely reach the same conclusion regarding the experimental
design and its analysis. A number of measurements were only performed on one plot
per treatment, and yet the same analysis (it appears) is performed on these data, as if
there is replication. It is understandable that not all measurements could be performed
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on all subplots, but unfortunately this precludes them from being tested for a treatment
effect (because the treatments are not replicated).

I suggest that you prepare a revision that simply focuses on those data that were for-
mally replicated; this would also help to make the manuscript more concise and clear
in its presentation.

regards, Remko Duursma
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