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This paper presents an in depth study of the variability of germination and recruitment
after fire relative to rainfall. It presents important data with respect to one of the pri-
mary drivers of germination and recruitment success after fire and so gives insight into
community dynamics. I agree with the other reviewers that it has strong merit but that
clarity is a problem and the manuscript could benefit from revision. The manuscript
should explicitly show were the precipitation over the course of the study falls with re-
spect to long term variability in precipitation. As mentioned by referee #1, the authors
reference Figure 1(a) to say that the precipitation reflects the long term variability but
include only the long-term mean. It would be informative to know if some of the variabil-
ity in germination is compensated for by density dependence in recruitment although it
is not clear that the authors have sufficient data to address this. Minor comments – 1)
A figure depicting the experimental layout would help clarify the experimental design.
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2) Recommend changing the last sentence in the legend of figure 5 to say, “Each point
is the mean of the three plots in each year-by-season treatment.”
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