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The three reviewers comments were consistent, we agreed with almost all comments
and we corrected the manuscript accordingly. We added data on the DOC chemistry
(identification of small carboxylic acids by HPLC, SUVA254 index) to back our con-
clusions. Abstract, conclusion and most of the introduction were rewritten following
the reviewers comments. As many changes were made throughout the manuscript to
address the reviewer comments, the detailed response to the reviewers is given as a
.pdf file (Supplementary material), followed by a new text with line numbers to refer to.
The modified figures are also included in this .pdf file.

Please also note the supplement to this comment:

C2151

http://www.biogeosciences-discuss.net/9/C2151/2012/bgd-9-C2151-2012-
supplement.pdf
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