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Suggestions from the AE:

Reviewers suggested to one degree or another that alternative explanations exist for
the observed trends in export - the simplest explanation being changes in hydrology
(Reviewer 1). Alternative explanations should be explored. Reviewer 3 expresses this
as a need for some experimental data to back up the observed trends. I agree with
Reviewer 2 that publication of this study should not wait for additional experimental
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data, but the author should more carefully explore alternative explanations.

Reviewer 3 points to the idea that the central hypothesis should be further tested using
stoichiometric calculations to assess if the observed changes in iron concentration
could account for the changes in DOC. Values from the literature could be used rather
than experiments, but including the calculations would improve the paper.

The manuscript would be strengthened by addition of discharge (Reviewer 1) and ni-
trate data to figure 1. A figure showing the location of site and layout of the sampling
at the site would also be useful.

The manuscript would benefit greatly from careful editing as there are many editorial
and language issues that interfere with clarity.
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