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The paper explores variations in 14C contents of soil organic matter within and between
forest sites in Switzerland. It is an interesting, experimentally well done, and clearly
described piece of work and will be useful in the design of future studies using 14C to
trace turnover times of soil organic matter. There is little that I can add to what has
already been mentioned in the two other reviews.

Perhaps it is a matter of taste. In many instances in the text I would replace the ad-
jective “high” with “large” or “great” (e.g. line 47: “large carbon stock” instead of “high
carbon stock”).
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