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Supplementary Information

Supplementary Figure legends:

Figure S1 Climate variables. The positive correlation (b) between aridity index (Al) and precipitation

demonstrated that the precipitation gradient here can also be considered as an Al gradient. In each site,

n=1.

Figure S2 Soil moisture along the precipitation gradient. Soil moisture was expressed as a percent of dry

soil on a mass basis. In each site, n=5.



47

48

do .
o
o

o
(=]
(an]

MAP (mm)

Aridity Inde

-500

400

-100

0

85 90 9510010511015120

Figure S1

Longtitude (°E)

X
©c o o o 9
© B o o

N
L 1 2

@ 9
o -
1

b
@ Aridity Index (IVIAP/PETL
®

0

100 200 300 400 500
MAP (mm)



1N
o
)

Soil moisture (%)

- - N N W w
o (@) ] o (@) o (@) ] o (6]
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

©® Arid zone
@® Semiarid zone

‘”‘ "."" % ||

100

o

49

50 Figure S2

200 300
MAP (mm)

400

500



