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We thank the reviewer for their comment that the experiments we report are novel and
elegant, and that our results are exciting. Below we answer the substantive points that
the reviewer raised:

1. The reviewer raises a valid question as to whether it is appropriate to scale up from
processes measured in 10cm diameter cores to rates and measurements normalised
to per m2. We acknowledge that presenting results as per cm2 is a more conservative
approach, however we note that per m2 is the standard normalisation in the rest of the
literature. We are happy to provide results normalised to cm2, but feel strongly that the
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per m2 version should also be presented to allow readers easy comparison with the
wider literature. We leave this at the discretion of the editor.

2. The reviewer notes that it does not make sense to report results as a mean and
standard deviation when n=2. We acknowledge that greater replication is certainly
desirable, but not always achievable. Indeed, in this case further replication was pre-
vented y availability of cores, incubation equipment, and time at sea. We are happy to
alter the way in which results are presented in line with the reviewer comment to avoid
use of mean and standard deviation.

3. We will make the changes suggested in the minor comments.
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