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The article has a clear scientific objective and is written clearly and concisely. It pro-
vides new insights into East China Sea hypoxia.

Unfortunately I see two major shortcomings which need to be clarified before the
article can be published. The first one is about the appropriateness of using a
simplification of the nutrient tagging method for this application. The second one is
about insufficient model validation. If these can be fixed and the authors show that (a)
the method is applicable and (b) the model has a sufficient quality in the parameters in
question, I would recommend publication of the article.
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Please also note the supplement to this comment:
https://www.biogeosciences-discuss.net/bg-2019-342/bg-2019-342-RC1-
supplement.pdf
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